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We are pleased to celebrate the 40th anniversary of the sister
city relationship between Takaishi City and Lomita City.

We would like to express our sincere gratitude to the sister
city associations of both cities, the volunteer interpreters,
and all the people involved for their warm understanding
and cooperation.

The introduction by Mr Fujimura, a former diplomat,
led to the start of city exchange thanks to the efforts of
then Mayor Asano, Mayor Moor, and others involved. The
reason why this sister city relationship has been able to
continue for so many years is that for the past 40 years,
students from both cities have been visiting each other
and deepening their relationship with each other.

By having so many students cross the sea, respecting each
other's culture,and experiencing diverse values, the students
have come back with significant growth than before. | am
happy to see that they continue to keep in touch with each
other through e-mail and SNS even after they return home,
serving as a bridge not only between Takaishi and Lomita,
but also between Japan and the United States.

More than 10 years ago, | also hosted Daniel who the son
of then Sister City Association President John, as a host
family. He was such a baseball fan that he brought his
glove with him to Japan, and he and my son immediately
went to a Hanshin Tigers professional baseball game. On
the train ride home, | can still see the two of them huddled
together asleep. | vividly remember how deeply moved
| was to witness the friendship between the younger
generation of Japanese and Americans.

Also, when | was elected mayor and it was decided that
Takaishi City would continue to exist without a merger,
Margaret, then mayor of Lomita City, said to me, "Let's
cherish our relationship of sister city! " | still cherish this
thought and hope to continue to nurture the connection
between Takaishi and Lomita for years to come.

Right now, the Corona disaster is making it difficult for us
to travel overseas, but when the situation calms down, we
can resume our exchange!

In conclusion, I would like to express my gratitude once again
to the sister city associations of both cities and everyone who
has helped us, and | wish you good health and happiness.
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We are celebrating 40 years since Takaishi City and Lomita
City established a sister city affiliation.

During these 40 years, many students have visited Lomita
City, and Lomita City students have warmly welcomed
us as host families when they visited Takaishi City. It has
been 12 years since | became the president of the sister
City association, and | have seen many students in person.
I am always delighted to see their faces look even more
different when they come into contact with different
cultures for about 2 weeks and enjoy various things that
are out of the oradinary through the exchange.

I would like to express my sincere gratitude to the board
members and members, as well as volunteer interpreters
and host families, for their special understanding and
cooperation in these Sister City Association activities, and
to the mayors of Takaishi City and Lomita City, as well as
the many connections that have been established with
the people involved. | would like to express my deep
respect for the efforts of the past mayors and chairpersons.
The recent Corona disaster has made it difficult to come
and go. Not only exchange students, but also marathons
and English conversation classes have been cancelled.
However, when the situation is resolved, the Sister City
Association will work to revitalize exchanges even more
than before.

Once again, | would like to thank all of you for your
cooperation in the activities of the Sister Cities Association
and extend my best wishes.
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For 40 years, the Lomita Sister City Association has
provided the young people of our community with the
opportunity to build strong connections to our Sister City
partner in Takaishi. We are proud of these connections and
of the positive impact they have had on our community.
The partnership has served to promote friendship and
understanding while providing hundreds of young
people with the opportunity to expand their horizons
and experience other cultures. | have had the distinct
pleasure back in 2016 to visit Takaishi, and celebrate the
50th Anniversary of the City of Takaishi being incorporated
and the 35th Anniversary of our Sister City Relationship. It
was an honor for me to represent my City and meet and
engage with Mayor Sakaguchi. Mayor Sakaguchi greeted
me and made me feel at home in Takaishi. | also want
to thank the Takaishi Sister City community for their
hospitality and showing me the beauty of Takaishi, Osaka
and the area. | had a wonderful and lovely trip to Japan, a
trip where | got to see first hand how important Takaishi is to
the economy of Osaka and the surrounding communities.
Lomita and the South Bay are lucky to have such a strong
Japanese community, and | am proud that we have been
able to support that culture and grow our connections
with Takaishi over the last 40 years. On behalf of the City of
Lomita and my colleagues on the City Council, | would like
to take this opportunity to say CONGRATULATIONS to the
Lomita Sister City Association and our partners in Japan,
and to wish them well for another 40 years and beyond of
partnership, learning and education. | can’t wait to see all
my friends in Takaishi and the Takaishi Sister City program
again, and to one day go back and emerge myself in the
beautiful Japanese culture.

#lLomitaTakaishiStrong
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| would like to congratulate the Lomita Sister City
Association on their anniversary.

I'm in awe of the returning stories and fresh memories that
the students created over summer.

The relationships that are built are ones that will continue
as the years go by. My primary focus as president is to
help provide children and their families with everlasting
experiences that'll shape their world and community view.
From personal experience, my son and daughter valued
their time in Japan and fell in love with the people and
rich culture. The experiences and bonds that are made in
the short stay have made a difference in my kids lives and
have exposed them to see a different way of life.

The positive impact that the gracious Kitano family had
on our family is impossible to measure, which hopefully
we were able to return the favor. Hosting our exchange
student in 2017 and 2019 brought upon a variety of
firsts that we still cherish such as their first taste of a local
delicacies and being able to experience their first time

here.
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Takaishi City is located in the southern part of
Osaka Prefecture, facing Osaka Bay, and it's a
compact city with an area of approximately
11km”. Half of the city is an industrial area of
about 5,000 square kilometers on the
waterfront, and the inland area is flat and
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densely populated with residential areas of
about 6,000 square kilometers. The city has six
railway stations, including the Nankai and JR
=am

Takaishi City

Hanwa lines. It is conveniently located for
transportation, taking approximately 20

minutes from central Osaka by train and 30
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Kansai International Airport

minutes from Kansai International Airport to
the south. As of January 1st 2022, the

population was 57,227 and the number of
households was 26,066.
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The waterfront area of Takaishi City is lined with factories; the
nightscape of this waterfront factory area, which was featured at
the 2016 Rio Olympics, is said to be one of the most panoramic
nightscapes in Japan with a sense of scale. It is called "sacred
ground" by fans of night views of factories, and can be enjoyed
from various angles, from the factories lined up over the sea to the
intricate piping seen from up close. We also offer tours for
photographing factory nightscapes, and hope that you will join us.
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In Takaishi City, the Danjiri Festival is held every year October.

It's said that the festival has been held for 400years and nowadays,
most of the 16 Danijiris in the city participate in this thriving festival.
In 1983, the city sponsored the parade in front of the Takaishi Festival
City Hall, and each district in the city became more active in creating
flower carts and purchasing Danjiri to participate in the parade.
Also, 20 years ago, the Takaishi Jiguruma Association was
established, and the festival has developed into the thriving Takaishi
Danjiri Festival that it is today.
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Lomita City nestles at the foot of a beautiful hill
named Rolling Hills and it is located 40km south of
Los Angeles City. Lomita City was first developed
as a "satellite town" for Los Angeles. It covers an
area of 3.5 km square and has a population of
approximately 20000. Lomita is a city filled with
romance and vivacity both assisted by a mild
climate with an average annual temperature of
16.5°C. The city is close to major amenities such as
Long Beach, a 20 minute journey away and is only
40 minutes from Disneyland.

Lomita has quiet residential areas, where roads are
well maintained and houses with beautiful lawn
are built tidily along the streets. Some facilities,
such as City Hall, county library, and the Chamber
of Commerce and Industry, are located in the
middle of the city. The city has five parks where
the citizens enjoy walking or picnicking to relax.
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There is a spacious lawn in front of the Lomita City Hall,
where events are sometimes held.

There is also a small Japanese garden on the premises
surrounded by a few Sakura trees donated by Takaishi
City.

This garden was created in 1986, on the occasion of the
5th anniversary of the sister city affiliation.

Wayne & Sally Fujii, one of the founders of the Sister
Cities Association, have spent a lot of time and effort on
the sister city affiliation.

And also, there is a special monument dedicated to
them in this garden.
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The Lomita Railroad Museum is a museum that shows a glimpse
into the railroad history during early 1900s. Founded by Irene Lewis
in the early 1960s on a single lot in the middle of a residential part

of Lomita, and had its grand opening on June 23, 1967.

The museum building is a replica of a 19th-century depot, Boston &
Maine's Greenwood Station that once stood in Wakefield,
Massachusetts and there is a full size replica of a water tower.

The museum grounds now function as a small public park and the
museum has two train sections for visitors to enter and view.

The main part of the museum also has volunteer guides that are
there to show and describe the many small parts that used to be on
the train or at train stations and their functions.
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History of Sister City Exchanges

YY/ MM/ DD

1979. 6. 1 IERES RIS R EE R REAMLLE. TROEFZROREZ BIEd e, 8ElcH
eV EERERME, BFEORE. EICBCARRENIGGEROENTZET. BAD
FESE - bz K<Y EOICEEPHBRGLEH. TROETADBLEIRD
EHOSNBE. 7 AUHEREERE,
The Sister-City Affiliation planning committee was established Since then, eight meetings
had been held in order to implement the mutual exchange with a city in a foreign country.
The committee members were looking for a city abroad, taking some factors into
consideration; political, economic, historical, cultural, linguistic, geographical and others, to
say nothing of the citizens' interest in a sister city. The result:a US city.

1981. 8. 6 EAmmMESBTHRFIL, IRRICKL RELHE.
Takaishi Sister City Association established; Mr. Tamaki Nagayama selected as the first
president.

10. 29 mam - OS2 himHEiRgERANR, Y1) — - E7—OI2mRIECOHREF 44

Sister-City affiliation expected between the two cities. Mr. Jerry Moore, Mayor of Lomita and
three other representatives welcomed here.

1985. 3. 29 MO E R REELL (BE - PR,
Sister-City affiliation commemorative monuments officially erected in Ayazono and
Hagoromo.

1987. 6. 6 WHEHHBED 2REBRRICTH EERHOHE.
Mr. Masami Hiraoka inaugurated as the second president of the Association.

11. (12~18 B RIOz2maakmEREY 77—, mR4 4850,

The 1st civic tour to Lomita city. 44 citizens of Takaishi city participate.

1988. 1. [12~18 F2LROZFHBTRY 77—, TR 2 322,
The 2nd civic tour to Lomita city. 23 citizens of Takaishi city participate.

YY/ MM/ DD

1995. 10. |17~ 23 [KB - AUV Z7RFR] HE. OI2HEDRRBEZ RAZ—THEMN,
Participated in Osaka-California Friendship Exhibition. Poster presentation of cultural
interchange projects between Lomita and Takaishi.

1997. 2. 16 BABRMNEETRI VTV F—BAL P& BFEEMR),
The 4th Senshu International City Marathon held with participants invited from Lomita
(continuing at present).

-——-————-————-————-————-————-———J



2001 ~ 2010

YY/ MM/ DD
2002. 8. 30 ~ I ERThIRE 2 0 B RAI MR Y 7—Rik. TR 3 18310,
9. 4 Citizen's Tour to Lomita City in commemoration of the 20th anniversary of the sister city
affiliation
20009. 6. 6 IR EHHED 3SHKEERITHEE RBEKH R
Mr. Toshiro lkebe inaugurated as the third president of the Association.

2011 ~ 2020

YY/ MM/ DD
2011. 8. [11~25 THFE 1 1 5E5IREZTE
11 students and 1 chaperone to Lomita.
2012. 7. 24 ~ THFE 7 B EFIREEZA
8 9 7 students and 1 chaperone to Takaishi.
2013. 7. 31 ~ THFHE 6 B L5 |REERE
8. 15 6 students and 1 chaperone to Lomita.
2014. 7. 24 ~ THFHE T BEFIREEZA
8. 9 7 students and 1 chaperone to Takaishi.
2015. 8. | 2~17 TIFHE OB LF |RERERE
9 students and 1 chaperone to Lomita.
2016. 7. 26 ~ THFHE OB LT IREEZA
8. 8 9 students and 1 chaperone to Takaishi.
2017. 8. 1~15 THFHE B8R LF|IRELIE
8 studentsand 1 chaperone to Lomita.
2018. 7. 28 ~ THFHE B R LT IREEZA
8. 12 8 students and 1 chaperone to Takaishi.
2019. 8. [13~18 TR 7 B L5 | RETRE
7 students and 1 chaperone to Lomita.
2020. FAOOF VA VARGEDZEIC LA LE
Cancelled due to COVID19 infection.




201 5&3MFE 74 X=—5>F Disneyland

201 7EXM¥EE Y2E-H Santa Monica




201 8FERFE HAMEHE Takaishi Fire Station

D
AW

. £

\ ?\\‘_
\mmr ~=
——f

2020575V YSVF— WHESHHESETRE Member Exchange Meeting

=amhl5 0 AEREEN  Kyoto Sightseeing



11

K DIEU H

The Floral Emblem of Friendship
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Akiharu Shimizu

Masami Hiraoka
Honorary President of Takaishi Sister City Association

| would like to congratulate Takaishi City and Lomita City on the 40th
anniversary of their sister city affiliation.

The reason why both cities have been able to maintain their sister city
relationship is because the successive mayors of both cities have been very
active in supporting the sister city relationship and the officers of the sister
city associations of both cities have been dedicated in supporting the youth
exchange program.

Every other year, 10 students from each city will be exchanged for three
weeks in the homes of their respective families. This means that 400 people
from both cities have participated in the Youth Exchange program. With
an average of four family members from both cities participating, that's
1,600 people, or more than 2,000 good citizens from both cities who have
participated in the Youth Exchange Program for 40 years. It is literally
grassroots diplomacy.

I hope that the sister city relationship between the two cities will continue for
another 50, 60, or 100 years.

Chairman of Takaishi City Council

| would like to congratulate Takaishi City and Lomita City on the 40th
anniversary of their sister city affiliation.

I would like to once again express my appreciation for the efforts of the past
presidents, officers, and members of the sister city associations of both cities,
which have enabled the two cities to continue various exchanges over the
past 40 years.

Through the student exchange programs conducted by the sister city
associations, the students have experienced the importance of understanding
and accepting each other's differences by coming into contact with the
cultures and lifestyles of each city. | am sure that through this experience,
the students have become people with broad perspectives and compassion,
and are now active in society.

The Takaishi City Council will continue to cooperate with the promotion of
international exchange even more in the future.

In conclusion, | would like to offer my best wishes for the long-lasting
friendship between Takaishi City and Lomita City, for the further development
of the sister city associations of both cities, and for your continued good
health and success in your endeavors.
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John Vollmer

We first became involved in the Takaishi/Lomita
Sister City over a decade ago. Our family hosted
a young ambassador from Japan by the name of
Ryu Sakaguchl and were so pleased that we did. It was great having such
a fine young man as an addition to our family. We went from awkward
introductions to a fast friendship as we learned from him and Ryu learned
from us; with respect to families our commonalities far outweigh our
differences. This interaction led to my becoming the President of the Sister
City Association. The following year our oldest son travelled to Japan, staying
with Mayor Shinroku Sakaguchi'’s family and had an eye opening experience
that instilled a drive to learn more. As a result he majored in Linguistics and
Minored in Japanese. As President of the Association | was honored to help
host a visit by Mayor Sakaguchi and his colleagues and it was an honor to
travel to Japan as part of the 30th anniversary celebration with the Mayor
of Lomita, Ken Blackwood. We were present for the Danjiri autumn festival
where it seemed as if the whole prefecture had come alive for a massive
celebration.

We continued hosting more students in our home. Takuto Yamashiki
became our new Japanese son, and then our youngest son John Jr.
travelled to Takaishi and stayed with the Yamashiki family. Each interaction
is memorable and has been enriching. Takuto got to see the vastness of the
California desert and John-Jr was able to experience the beauty and richness
at Nara, Japan. Just four years ago Dan was able to compete and finish the
Senshu Marathon held at the end of winter. The race was a chance at a
physical challenge of a lifetime. There is nothing quite like being part of a
family with so many shared values yet so far away.

Lety Paz

Congratulations on 40 years of such a wonderful
program! My experience as a past president of
the Lomita Sister City Association was truly a
wonderful time in my life. | was honored by Takaishi with their invitation
to the Takaishi Sister City Association; and was hosted for the 35 years
anniversary celebration. | wish many more years of great memories between

our two great cities.

Former President of Lomita Sister City Association

Member of Osaka Prefectural Assembly

I'd like to congratulate Takaishi City and Lomita City for celebrating the 40th
anniversary of their sister city affiliation. | would like to express my respect
and gratitude to the mayors of both cities, as well as the president, officers,
members, and host families of the sister city association for their efforts and
hard work. | would like to express my respect and appreciation for the efforts
and hard work of the past mayors of the two sister cities, the presidents,
officers and members of the sister city associations, and the host families.
However, due to the global spread of the new COVID19 since last year,
exchanges between people and countries have been restricted, and it is now
impossible for people to come and go freely. I'm sure that with the spread
of vaccinations as soon as possible, the development of effective medicines,
and other efforts to pray for peace in the world, we will once again be able to
exchange friendship with smile on our faces.

In conclusion, | sincerely hope that the sister city relationship between
Takaishi City and Lomita City will continue to grow and that the circle of
friendship will continue grow and that the circle of friendship will continue
to grow to the 50th anniversary.
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Lisa Lacey
Chaperone 2018

Hello from California and the Lomita Sister City.
Congratulations on your 40th Anniversary.

I 'have been a host for 3 students and | had the
honor of being a chaperone in Japan.

| learned new things from each experience and truly feel as if all of the
wonderful people | have met have become part of my family. | continue to
keep in touch with all of them in some way. | know that the relationships that
have been established will continue to grow.

The student exchange is supposed to be about a civil and cultural sharing,
but my most important experience is the bonds of love and family that were
built. Thank you for letting me be a part of this wonderful program and for
the incredible welcome that always exists.

No matter how different our cultures are, we are very similar in our love for
our families, and together we have become one big family.

Linda Roehm
Lomita Sister City Association Member

Congratulations and best wishes on your 40th
anniversary. My family will always be grateful for the
wonderful hospitality from the people of Takaishi City.
| chaperoned in 2008 and was hosted by the generous and amazing Ogawa family.
Mrs. Ogawa showed me her beautiful kimono collection and the family took me to
learn about Mikimoto pearls. | was an honored guest wherever we went.

We were grateful for Eri who was fun loving, warm, and a delight to host for. Eri was
friendly, eager to learn, and a joy to have in our home. My daughter Brittany visited
Takaishi in 2010 and stayed with the Ueda family. They treated her with perfect
kindness, shared delicious food and beautiful memories with her, and included her
in their family’s Obon celebrations. She fondly remembers summer fireworks, the
beautiful yukata she was gifted, the Ueda family’s home, the temples in Kyoto and
Nara, attending a tea ceremony, shopping in Nihonbashi, spending time in the
mountains with the Girl Scouts, going to arcades, trying purikura, and attending a
cosplay convention with her host sister. During her time in Osaka she was able to visit
the fire and police departments and learn about how they operated.. She witnessed
great technological advances made with electricity and natural gas as well. Brittany
especially enjoyed meeting Japanese students her age and learning new ideas and
world views from them. Every day brought something new and interesting to learn
and these memories have remained with her to this day. Through the Ueda family and
the amazing opportunities provided to the Sister City students, she was able to learn
about Japanese culture, practice the beautiful language, and meet wonderful people.
We look forward every year to hearing from our friends in Takaishi City and our hearts
rejoice with them on the success and prosperity they experience. We also have
concern for the times that are difficult. Our students, chaperones and association
members are honored to be a part of a program that has endured for four decades.
Through itincredible exchanges of culture and friendship have happened, incredible
opportunities shared, and thousands of happy memories made. We hope that this
program and the friendship between our sister cities will endure for many more
decades to come.
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| visited Lomita City during the summer vacation of my second year of high school. |
applied for the program because | was fascinated and proud that a small town called
Takaishi City was connected to an American town. | was so happy and excited when
| was chosen to go.

On the other hand, | also wondered if it was necessary to go. On the other hand, |
also wondered if it was necessary to go, because in this day and age, you can find out
about things all over the world through the Internet.

However, there were still many things that | could not understand unless | actually
went there. When I lived in a new place for the first time, | felt uncomfortable in many
places. | think I was able to discover the differences between Takaishi City and Lomita
City, the differences between Japan and the U.S,, and the things that are common
even across the sea.

| learned that knowing and experiencing are two different things. Perhaps cross-
cultural understanding is something that can only be achieved through experience.
Now, | hope that as many people who living in Takaishi City will have a valuable
experience through our relationship with Lomita City.
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Exchange Student 2019

Volunteer Interpreters

Kayako Hirose

What | learned from my visit to Lomita was mainly the importance of
"connecting" and "communicating. My host family sometimes spoke
Spanish. Of course, | couldn't understand them because | didn't understand
Spanish at all, but | had decided before | came to Japan that | would never
give up because | didn't understand or didn't know, so | made an effort to
ask them "What's the word mean? During the daily drive after the activities
in the sister city, | learned a little by little, and by the time | returned home, |
was able to introduce myself in Spanish. At this time, | felt that | was able to
develop my ability to "communicate" in the local environment where people
are assertive and open-minded. In addition, through various activities and
exchanges with local staff and students, | was impressed by the fact that
Lomita City and Takaishi City, which are completely different places, have
been connected for a long time until now. | also wanted to contribute to the
future of the connection between the two cities by sharing this experience
with my family, friends, and students who want to study abroad.

We'd like to congratulate Lomita and Takaishi City on their 40th sister city
affiliation.

When I was in the Tst grade in elementary school, a picture | drew at my art
class was sent to Lomita to exhibit. That made me dream of other countries
across the sea, | was only 6 years old and | didn't have any idea about the
states.

When | turned 20 years old, | joined the sister city program as an interpreter
to contribute to the city that brought me up. Since then, I've been taking
part in the program for about 20 years. Every time we welcome the people
from Lomita to Japan, | feel so excited, and every single time is now my own
precious memory.

With this memorable 40th anniversary milestone, | hope the both cities can
strengthen the cooperation, and hope that we can have the 50th, 60th, and
many more anniversaries. To close, | want to thank all the people related to
the sister city program. Thank you for this opportunity.

Member of Takaishi Sister City Association

The English conversation classes held at the community canter several times
a year are a good opportunity to enjoy learning English with a native teacher.
The circle of interaction is expanding by keeping in touch with each other on
the group line and creating opportunities to meet even after the class, while
the members of various age groups change each time.

Every time | participate in the support of runners of the SenshuMarathon,
which is attended by the city of Lomita every year, and the exchange
meeting with exchange students, | am happy to feel the depth of good trust
between the two cities.

| think that the 40-year history that we have accumulated is unwavering,
even though we cannot have the opportunity for such exchanges due to
the corona wreck.

When the calm daily life returns, | hope that the Lomita City visit citizen
tour will be resumed someday, and | pray for the long-term exchange and
development of both cities.
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Takaishi Sister City Association

T592-8585
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TEL 072-265-1001 /FAX 072-263-6116
http://www.takaishi-shimaitoshi.jp/

Kamo4-1-1 Takaishi City, Osaka Japan 592-8585
TEL 81-72-265-1001 /FAX 81-72-263-6116
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